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Abstract

A list of 350 words that deviate in pronunciation from the standard English pronunciation of these words has
been suggested in the present study. To highlight the deviant pronunciation of these words from the standard
pronunciation, a wordlist based on observation has been suggested. Transcription of the words according to the
British, American, and Pakistani phonetic variants has been given. The general phonological patterns of the
pronunciation of these English words by Pakistani speakers as non-native learners of English have also been
suggested. The deviation can be found in terms of the elongation of sounds, insertion or omission of schwa,
pronunciation of diphthongs as monophthongs, stress patterns, and focus on spellings than sounds. The study not
only highlights the unique phonological features of Pakistani English but also offers an opportunity for Pakistani
teachers and learners to focus on these words while teaching or learning how to pronounce English words
correctly. The study has implications for TESOL, EFL, SLA, and contrastive phonetics and phonology.
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1. Introduction

The study identifies English words that are pronounced differently, due to lack of knowledge,
problems with listening, or most importantly first language influence, by the educated Pakistani
speakers living in the province Punjab. English, as an international language, has remarkably
influenced the other languages in the world, while it has also been affected by other languages
simultaneously. ‘“People not only employ English expressions out of need but also due to willingness
and desire to be associated with the elite and educated class. This impact has led to a world-wide
language variation on a large scale” (Riaz, 2019, p. 412). Mostly, speakers belonging to different
regions and nationalities in the world speak it according to their native language constraints. Similarly,
the pronunciation of English spoken by Pakistani speakers is also naturally and dominantly influenced
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by their native languages such as Urdu, Punjabi, Pashto, and Saraiki, etc. English, by the educated
community in Pakistan, is either employed for speaking thoroughly in English for academic, business,
or professional purposes or at least through code-mixing and code-switching in their day-to-day
communication. English is also the medium of instruction in most of the institutes and is also
considered as a symbol of social status and qualification in Pakistan.

The differently pronounced words suggested in this study cannot be considered as mispronounced
because “Pakistani English (PE) has its own linguistic features some of which differ from the British
English” (Syed, 2013, p. 59). “Pakistani English is an emerging independent variety...[which] is
undergoing the process of localization and the impact of local languages has been the main cause of
the language variation” (Baumgardner 1993; in Ahmad and Ali, 2014, p. 62). Kachru (1983) also
proclaims Pakistani English as a South Asian variety of English. Highlighting such deviations doesn’t
aim at degrading anyone because English is learnt as a second language in Pakistan and it is quite
natural that the speakers have their unique style. Researchers of language believe that “SLA is
influenced by the learners’ first language (L1) to varying degrees. The clear support for this belief
comes from foreign accents in the L2 speech of learners” (Maniam, 2010, p. 4). The words suggested
in the present study are not generalizable to the entire population but apply to the vast majority
ofeducated speakers who live in Punjab, Pakistan.

1.1. Review of Related Literature

Rehman (1990), Jabeen, et al., (2012), Nadeem (2013), Sheikh (2012), Shabbir, et al., (2013), Syed
(2013), Mahmood (2011), and Riaz (2015) researched different features of Pakistani English. Jabeen,
et al., (2012) suggested that epenthesis is a regular and prominent phonetic feature of Pakistani
English. Pakistani speakers insert a short vowel sound before or in the syllable consonant regularly and
there is no gender-based difference in this regard.

Nadeem (2013) found that Pakistani learners of English do not employ proper stress patterns. It
results in confusion between different word categories such as nouns, verbs, and adjectives and
conveys wrong meanings to the listeners. Sheikh (2012) noted that in Pakistani English / o / is
pronounced as /&/ and /o/ and /2:/ as /a:/. Similarly, other vowel sounds are structured and realized
differently from RP. She suggested that the vowels in Pakistani English that need to restructure
according to RP are /e/, &/, v/, I3/, and /o /. Shabbir et al (2013) suggested that speakers of standard
English pronounce voiced and unvoiced /th/ sound as /6/ and /8/; while the Pakistani English speakers
pronounce voiced and unvoiced /th/ as /th/ and /d/. Mahmood (2011) noted that the phonological
patterns of vowel sounds are distinctly different in Pakistani English. Javed and Ahmad (2014), after
studying speeches of 440 Pakistani college students, noted that “the participants poorly pronounced
multisyllabic words, diphthongs, triphthongs, unvoiced sounds, interrogative sentences, and
declarative sentences” (p. 19). Riaz (2015) suggested 195 English words that are differently
pronounced by uneducated native Punjabi speakers of English in Pakistan.

The present study suggests words along with their transcription and phonological patterns of
realizing or perceiving vowels, consonants, epenthesis, stress patterns, and sound-spelling relationship,
etc. It is different from the previous studies in that it not only suggests a transcribed list of words with
deviant pronunciation employed by educated Pakistani speakers of English in Punjab but also displays
the general patterns of the realization of sounds.

1.2. Research questions

1. Which words spoken by educated Pakistani speakers of English phonetically deviate from
standard English?
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2. What are the general phonological patterns of deviation?

1.3. Significance of the study

The study highlights the unique phonetic features of English spoken by Pakistani educated people
and familiarizes the teachers, learners, and researchers with a list of differently pronounced words, as
well as the consonant and vowel systems of Pakistani English. Reid (2016) notes, “role of teaching
pronunciation in schools is very unfavourable next to teaching grammar or vocabulary. This is a
problem of English teaching in many countries. Experienced teachers are not keen to teach
pronunciation” and claims that lack of clear guidance and well-structured exercises hinder the effective
teaching of standard pronunciation (p. 20). Besides, mispronunciation may lead to miscommunication
or communication failure (Ghorbani, 2019, p. 402), while pronunciation is a “neglected and excluded
component of language teaching and learning” (Yiiriik, 2020, p. 138), therefore, to improve accuracy
and intelligibility, learners may pay attention to the standard pronunciation of these words and teachers
may help them achieve this goal. People from Pakistan appear for TOEFL and IELTS for going to
America, England, and other countries to study or do jobs, therefore, they should learn the standard
pronunciation of English words. Therefore, teachers need to pay more attention to the phonetic
features of Pakistani speakers’ English. As Ghorbani (2019) confirms that transcription helps improve
stress patterns and pronunciation of English (p. 406), the word list suggested in this study may help the
learners. It will also help the researchers in carrying out further research concerning second language
acquisition, Pakistani English, and phonetics and phonology.

1.4. Delimitations

The study has been delimited to the speakers of the province Punjab in Pakistan where most of the
people speak Punjabi as their mother tongue and Urdu as their national language. Urdu is also spoken
as a first language by many speakers. Many of them, especially those living in cities, learn Urdu and
Punjabi simultaneously. The methodology has also been delimited to observation and preparation of
word lists.

2. Methodology

It is an exploratory-qualitative study. A list of words that are differently pronounced by the
Pakistani educated speakers has been made through observation. Many teachers and learners of
English contributed to the making of this wordlist. They had been asked to suggest words that
Pakistani speakers pronounce differently. It has been endeavored to prepare a list of as many words as
possible and finally, the author included 350 words in the list after observing the frequency or
recurrence of these words in the wordlists suggested by the observers in general. Professionals,
teachers, graduate, undergraduate, and postgraduate students have been generally observed over a
decade. A general observation of the English pronunciation of educated people throughout the
academic and professional career of the author helped come up with the most deviant phonetic
variants. Not all the words having deviant pronunciation could be added to the list due to the limitation
of space and the similarity or repetition of certain sounds, for instance, boy and joy. Not all the
educated speakers in Pakistan pronounce all these words like this because they have diverse linguistic
and academic backgrounds and levels of motivation so far as the learning of English as a foreign
language is concerned, but many of these words are surely pronounced like that by individuals.
Moreover, the vast majority display phonetic features of Pakistani English as suggested in the present
study. Oxford Dictionary and IPA chart have been used for transcribing the words for British, North
American, and Pakistani ways of pronouncing these words. The patterns of differences in
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pronunciation of Pakistani speakers and standard British or American pronunciation have also been
suggested and discussed.

3. Results

The following is a list of words with deviant pronunciation along with their transcription. The
transcriptions of words in North American pronunciation, which were the same as those in the British
English pronunciation, have not been added. /e:/ in words such as anyway, alternative, or birthday in
the transcription of words pronounced by Pakistani speakers has been used to signify a sound, which
as opposed to diphthong /er/, is pronounced as a monophthong which is different from /e/ and shorter
than /e1/.

Table 1. 350 differently pronounced words in Pakistani English as compared to BE and NAmME

Serial Words British English Pakistani North American
No. Pronunciation Pronunciation Pronunciation
1. Atmosphere /" eetmoasfra(r)/ /et' mosfior/ /" eetmosfir/

2. Attribute [o'tribju:t/ /" aetribju:t /

3. Although [o:1'dauv/ la:l'du / [2:1'dou/

4. Audience /"a:dions/ /'a:dians /

5. Attorney [a't3:ni/ [o'ta:rni:/ [a't3:rni/

6. Abbreviation /5 bri:vi'erfn/ / ebrevi'erfon /

7. Abroad /a'bro:d/ leb'ro:d/

8. Acid /" eesid/ /"ersad /

9. Aisle fail/ lexzal/

10. Adjective /" eedziktiv/ /ed’ dzektiv/

11. Advice fad'vais/ /ed'vais/

12. Alcohol /" &elkahol/ [al'kuhal/ /"eelkoha:l/

13. All [a:1/ la:l/

14. Academic / eeko'demik/ / o' keedmik/

15. Africa /" aefriko/ [of rrka:/

16. Accept ok sept/ 1K' sept/

17. Adjust [a'dzast/ /ed’dzast/

18. April /"expral/ /"eeprall

19. Audio /"a:disv/ /"a:diov/ /"a:diov/

20. Advertisement /ad'v3:tismoant/ [edvar'taizment/ .@dvor 'tarzmont
21. Asterisk /" @estarisk/ /es"terik/

22. Anyway /"eniwer/ /"@ni:we:/

23. Aegis /'i:dz1s/ /"e:dzis/ /'i:dz1s/

24. Accessory [ak’sesari/ [a'sesari:/

25. Accessible [ok’sesabl/ Jasestbal/
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Accident
Assume
Alternative
Also
Attitude
Appreciate
Allergy
Asthma
Abandon
Allocate

Ball

Bowl
Banana
Butterfly
Birthday
Bacteria
Bargain
Bulldozer
Blanket
Breakfast
Because

Ballpoint

Balloon
Bury
Bureaucracy
Betray
Chair
Carpet
College
Champion
Challenge
Challenge
Cupboard

Coherence

/" &ksidant/
/o' sju:m/
/a:1't3:nat1v/
/"a:1sou/

/" eetitju:d/
/o' pri:fiert/
/' eelodzi/
/"@smo/
/o"beendan/
/" &lokert/
/ba:l/

/baul/
/ba’na:na/
/"bataflar/
/'b3:0der/
/baek "tiaria/
/"ba:gan/
/"buldavza(r)/
/"bleenkit/
/'brekfost/
/br'koz/ /br'kaz/
/ "bo:lpoint /

/ba'Tu:n/

/ 'beri/
/bjua’rokrasi/
[ br'trer/

[ tfea(r) /
/'ka:prt/

/ 'koldz /

/ tfempion /
/"tfalin(d)3/
/ 'tfeelindz /
/ "kabad /

[ kau'hiorans /

/"®&ksr.dent/
/e’ zju:m/

/' a:ltarne:tiv/
["alsu/
["eetr:tfju:d/
/"aepri:fiert/
[3'lordzi:/
/"esOma:/
/2"bandan/
I"&lukert/
/ba:l/

/ool/
/"bazovl/
/be'na:na:/
/"batarflar/
/'barbde:/
/baek 'terria:/
/"ba:rgemn/
/"baldovzar /
/'bleenkat/
/"breikfa:st /
/br'ka:z/

/ "ba:lpomt /
/"ba:lpveent/
/bae'lu:n/

/ "bari:/
/'bjurouvkrersi:/
[ br:"trer /

[ tferr /
/"ka:rpat/

/ 'ka:lodz /
/ tfempion /
/'tfalon(d)3/
/ "tfeelonds /
/ "kapbord /

/ ko'herrens /
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[o'su:m/

/'a:1soul

/" @zmal

/ooul/

/ba'nena/

/baek "tiria/
/"ba:rgon/

/'buldouvzar/

/br'ka:z/ /br'kaz/

/bjo'ra:krasi/

/"ka:rprt/
/'ka:11d3/

/"kabard/

/ kou 'hirans /
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63.
64.
65.
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67.
68.
69.
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Contraction
Chemistry
Core
Comment (n)
Colleagues
Component
Canal

Cargo
Congratulations
Conversation
Cricket
Caller

Call

Confirm

Certificate

Credit
Clinic

Candidate

Career
Commitment
Cassette
Catastrophe
Curriculum
Cement
Campaign
Character
Correct
Corps
Continuous
Celebrity
Chalk
Close

Cinema

/ kon'traek/n /

/ "kemustri /

[ ka:(r) /
"koment

/ 'koli:g /

/ kom'pauvnant /
[ ka'neel /

/ 'ka:gou /

[ kon greetfu'lerfn /

/ konva'serfn /
/ "krikit /

/ "ka:la(r) /

[ ko:l/

/ kon'fz:m /

/ so'tifikat /

/ 'kredit /

/ klinik /

/ 'keendidot /
/'keendidert/

[ ka'ra(r) /

{ ko' mrtmont /
/ ka'set/

[ ko'teestrafi /
/ ka'rikjalom /
/ st'ment /
/keem'pemn/

/ "keerakta(r) /
/ ka'rekt /

[ ko:z /
/kon'tinjuas/
/sa'lebrati/
Itfo:k/

IKlaus/

/'stnama/

/ "kontreekfon /
[ ko' mustri: /

/ koor/
/ka'ment/

[ ko'li:g/

/ "kompounent /
/ke'na:l/

/ 'ka:rgu /

/ kon g 'reetfu:lerfon /

/ "kanvarserfan /
/ "karkat /

/ 'ka:lor /

/ ka:l/

/ kon'forom /

/ "saltifike:t /

/ "sa(r)tifike:t /
(monophthong)
/X'reedat /

/ "Klrnak /

/ 'keenidert /

/ "keertor /

/ ko' mitment/
/ 'keisot /

/ "keetost'ra:fi /
/ "kariku:lom /
/ 'stmoant /
/kam'pein/

I ko'raektor /
/k'rekt/

/ ka:(r)ps /
/kon'tmju:s/
/'selebrrti:/
Itfak/
/klouz/

/'senma./
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[ ko:r/
/'ka:ment/

/ ka:lizg /

[ kam'pounant /

/ "ka:rgou /

/ka:nver 'serfn/

/'ko:lor/

/ka'rr/

/'keeraktar/

lko:rz/
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Clerk

Coupon
Divorce
Delete
Debt
Data

Date
Democracy
Disadvantage
Doctrine
Dietician
Demonstrate
Daughter
Determine
Development
Derogatory
Denotation
Definition
Deviation

Dilemma

Debris
Donkey
Demon
Entertainment
Experience
Exclusive
External
Escape

Economics

Earring

Engineer

/'stnoma./

kla:k/

/"ku:pon/
[dr'vas /
[dr'lizt/

[det/

/ 'derto /

‘da:ts

[ dert/

/ dr'mokrasi /

/ disad'va:ntidz/
/ "doktrin /

/ dad'tifn/
/"demanstrert/

/ "do:ta(r) /
[dr't3:min/
/di'velopmant/
/ dr'rogatri /

/ dimou'terfn /
/ deft'nifn/

/ di:vi'erfn/
fdr'lema/
/dar'lema/
/'debri:/

/" dogki/
/"di:man/

/ enta'tetnmont /
/ 1k 'sprorians /
[ 1k sklu:siv /
/1k'st3ml /
/1'skeip /

/ izko'nomiks /
.eka'nomiks
/'10r1/

/ ,endz1 nia(r) /

/k'lark/
/k'lorak/
/'ku:pan/

/ dar'vo:rs /
/do'lizt/
/"debt/

/ "de:ta:/

/ "de:t / (monophthong)

/" demuk 'rersi: /
/ dis'edventerds/
/ "doktrain /

/ dar'tifan /
/"dimonstrert/

/ "da:ctor /
[d1'toarmain/
/da'velopment/
/  deeru’gertri:/
/ "denouterfon /
/ defi'nerfan/

/ devi'erfan/

/' darlma:/

/'debris/

/' dagki:/
/"deman/

/ entar'tetnment /
/ eks'pr:rians /
/ eksk'lu:siv /
/ eks'tarnal /
/es'keip /
/ik'na:miks /
/ ik ' nomiks/
/'exring/

/ in’'dzrnier /
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/kls:rk/

/'kjurpan/

/dr'vo:rs/

/'derto/

/'daeta/

/dr'ma:krasi/

/ disad ' veentids/
/'da:ktrin/

/"do:tar/

[dr'ra:gato:ri/

/ dirnou'terfn/

/"da:gki/

/ik'st3:rnl/

/ i:ka'na:miks/
/ eka’'na:miks/
/'1rm/

/ end31 nir/
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124.
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128.
129.
130.
131.
132.
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144,
145.
146.
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148.
149.
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151.

152.
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Era

Engine
Engagement

Enjoy

Entrepreneur
Epitome
Event
Energy
Equation
Encore

Forty

Frog

Formal

Film

Fiancé

Fiancée
Floor
Fall
Flour

Forward

Faculty
Frequency
Foliage
Fountain
Geography

Genuine

Gesture

Government

Gait

/'1ora /

/"endzin /
/m' gerdzmoant/

/m'dzor/

/,ontropra’ns:(r) /
/1" pitomi /
fi'vent/
/"enadszi /
1" kwerzn/
/"onko:(r) /
/"forti/
[frog /

/ 'foml/

[ film/

/ fi'pnser /
fi'a:nser

/ fi'pnser /
[ flo:(r) /

[ fa:l/

/ 'flava(r) /
/ forwad /

/ ' feeklti /

/ frizkwansi /
/ foulitdz /

/ 'favnten /

/ dzi'ogrofi /
/ "dzenjumn /

/'dzestfa(r)/

/ 'gavenmant /

/ gert /

/'tra:/
/'era:/

/'indzon /

/m'gemdzment/

/m'dzoer/
/m'dzvar/

/'entar prentour /

/'epitoom /
t:"vant /
/t'nardsi: /
1" kwerfan/
/en koot /
/tactiz /
f'ra:g/

/ fa:rmal/
/fi'lom/

/fi'a:nsr: /

/fi'anst: /

/ f'lour /

[ fa:l/

/ f'lavwar /

/ farwa(r)d /
/ forwa(r)d /
/ fekalti: /

/ fri:kvensi:/
/ foulierds /
/ fountein /
[ dzi'vgra:fi:/
/ "dzenvon /
/'dzentan/

/' gestfar/

/' gourment/
/' gourmint/

/geit/

(monophthong)
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/'1raf

/'eral

/,a:ntropra'n3:r/

/'a:pgko:r/

/' fo:rti/
[fro:g/ /fra:g/
/" forrml/

/fi:a:n'se1/

/ fizan'ser/

[flo:r/

/' flavar/

/' fo:rward/

/" foulitdz/
/"favntn/

d3i’ a:grofi/

/' dzestfar/
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154.

155.
156.
157.
158.
159.

160.

161.
162.
163.
164.

165.
166.
167.
168.
169.
170.
171.
172.
173.
174.

175.
176.
177.
178.

179.
180.
181.
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Garbage

Genre

Go

Girl
General
Google

Garage

Gigantic

Group
Here
Helmet

Hospital

Hostel

Hall
Heinous
Humanities
Horizon
Hypocrisy
Handsome
Hepatitis
Hierarchy

Horse

Idea
Installment
Information

Informative

Immediately
Interrogative

Indictment

/ 'ga:bidz /
/'3dral
30N

/ gou /
g3:1/
/'dzenral/
/'gqu:gl/
/'geera:3/
/'geera:dz/
/geerids/
/dzar' geentik /

Igru:p/
/hra(r)/
/"helmit/
/" hospitl/

/"hostl/

/ho:l/
/"hemnas/
/hju: ' maenati/
/ha'raizn/

/hr’ pokrasi/
/"haensam/

/ hepo 'tartis/
/"harera:ki/
/ha:s/

far'dia/
/mn'sto:Imont/
/ infa'merfn/

/m' fo:motiv/

/1'mi:diatli/
/. 1nta’rogativ/

/m'dartmant/

/ "ga:rberdz /
[/ dzen'rer /
/'jonra:/

/ gul

/'gorl/
/'dzanral/
/'gu:gal/
/g'ra:dz/

/d3'geentik /
/gar' geentik /
[g'rup/

/herr/
/"heelmat/
/"hospital/
/"ha:sprtal/
/"ha:stal/
/ha:l/
/"hr:nres/
/hu:'meenti:/
/"horizen/
/hr'pokrersi:/
/"heendsam/
/"hepa: tartos/
/hr'ra:rki/
/"ha:rs/
/"hours/
/"ardia:/

/s 'ta:lment/
/,m'fa:rmerfon/
/"infar' mertiv/
/mfa:r' mertrv/
/t'mi:dziertli:/
/ m'tervgertiv/

/m'dictment/
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/'garbidz/

/'3amnra/

Igou/

[g3:1l/

/ga'ra:3/
/ga'ra:d3/

Ihrr/

/"ha:sprtl/

/"ha:stl/

/hr'pakrasi/

/"harora:rki/

/ho:rs/

far'di:af

/m' fo:rmativ/

/ nta'ra:gativ/
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182.
183.
184.
185.
186.
187.
188.
189.
190.
191.
192.
193.
194.
195.
196.
197.
198.
199.
200.
201.
202.
203.
204.
205.
206.
207.
208.
209.
210.
211.
212.
213.
214,
215.
216.
217.
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January
Jaw
Jewelry
Laboratory
Lieutenant
Little

Law

Loose
Learning
Lunatic
Literature
Language
Library
Management
Multinational
Measure
Milieu
Modern
Modernity
Model
Manager
Mixed
Metabolism
Monotony
Mentor
Mature
Mischievous
Molecular
Monk
Naughty
Normal
Necklace
Negative
Natural
Nobel

Orange

/"dzenjuari/
/d3o:/

/' dzu:alri/

/15" boratri/
/lef"tenant/
/'atl/

Mo/

/u:s/

/'13:nm/

/" Tu:natik/

/" ltratfs(r)/
/"lengwidsz/
/'laibrari/
/'meenidzmont/
/ malti' nafnal/
/"me3a(r)/
/mi:'1j3:/
/'modn/
/ma'ds:nati/
/'modl/

/' meenidza(r)/
/mikst/

/mo teebolizom/
/ma’notani/
/'menta:(r)/
Ima'tfua(r)/

/' mistfivas/
/ma'lekjala(r)/
/mank/
/'no:ti/
/'no:ml/
/'neklas/
/'negatrv/
/'neetfral/

/ naubel

/'orindz/

/'dzeenvri:/
[dza:/

d3 ju:lri/
[It'ba:(r)tori/
/'leftment/ /'lju:tinent/
/"latal/

Na:/

/a:z/

/"larning/

/ju: netik/

/' Iitrertfs(r)/
/"lenguidz/
/'latbrerri:/

/mz 'nerdzment/
/ mal'tar’ n&fnal/
/"marar/
/'milju:/
/'modran/

/mp " darnati/
/'ma:dal/

/me 'nerdzor/
/miksd/
/me"ta:bvlizen/
/mu’'na:tni:/
/'mentar/
/me'tafoor/
/mis’tft:vios/

/' molikjolar/
/monk/

/'na:ti:/
/'na:rmal/
/'nzklas/
/'negertrv/
/'nextfral/

/ nobal

/"oureindsz/
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'leebrato:ri
lu: "tenant

/atl/

‘Introtfor

‘me3or

‘ma:darn
ma'ds:rnati/
/'ma.:dl/

/'meenidzor/

/ma'na:toni/
/'mento:r/

/ma'tfor/

/'na:rml/

/'acrmdz/



218.
219.
220.
221.
222,
223.
224,
225.
226.
227.
228.
229.
230.
231.
232.
233.
234.
235.
236.
237.
238.

239.
240.
241.
242.
243,
244,
245.
2486.
247.
248.
249.
250.
251.
252.
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Oven
Opponent
Obedient
Obstacle
Obviously
Occasion
Probably
Physics
Piercing
Particularly
Precise
Parents
Play
Poison
Police
Picture
Program
Photography
Prefer
Parlor

Poor

Phone
Plumber
Policy
Position
Pronunciation
Presentation
Prescription
Pleasure
Power
Protagonist
Pattern
Perfect
Precious

Photostat

/' avn/

/o' pauvhant/
/o' bi:dient/
/'phstokl/
/'phvissli/
/a'kerzn/
/'probabli/
/' fiziks/

/' prasiy/
Ipatikjalali/
Iprr'sais/
/'pearant/
Iplet/
/"paizn/
Ipa’lis/

/" piktfa(r)/
/'provgrem/
[fa'tografi/
Ipri'f3:(r)/
/"pa:la(r)/
Ipo:(r)/
poa(r)
[faun/

/' plama(r)/
/"polasi/
Ipa’zin/
/pra nansi'etfn/
/ prezn'teifn/
prt'skripfn/
/'pleza(r)/
/'pava(r)/
/pra 'teegonist/
/' peetn/
/'p3:fikt/
/"prefas/

/" foutestaet/

/"vvan/
/"opounent/
/v’ bi:dient/
/'pbs"taekal/
/"oviasli:/
[v'karzon/
/p'ra:bebli:/
/' z1ks/

/' parrsiy/
/patiku:larli/
[por'sarz/
/'perrent/
Iple:/
/"pa:1zon/
Ipu'lis/

/' piktfar/
/'progra:m/
/'foutugra:fi/
/p'refor/
/'paovrlor/

/'puar/

/fun/
/'p'lambar/
/po’lrsi/
Ipv’zrfan/

Ipro nansi'erfon/

/ prezan 'tetfon/

/presk ripfan/
/'plorzar/
/'pa.var/
[pra'teegonist/
/'peetran/
[por' fekt/
/p'r1f1as/

/" foutustert/
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/2" pounant/

/"a:bviasli/

/"pra:babli/

/" pirsiy/

‘perant

Ipler/

/" piktfor/
/'prougraem/
[fa'ta:grafi/
Ipri'fz:r/
/'pa:rlar/
Ipo:r/

Ipor/

/'plamor/

/"pa:losi/

/ pri:zen'terfn/

/'plezor/

/'pavar/

/'peetarn/
/' p3:rfikt/

/' foutasteet/

503



504

253.
254.
255.
256.
257.
258.
259.
260.
261.
262.
263.
264.
265.
266.
267.
268.

269.
270.
271.
272,
273.
274,
275.
276.
277.
278.

279.
280.
281.
282.
283.
284.
285.
286.
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Poem
Poverty
Potato
Prestigious
Purpose
Propose
Product
Platform
Politician
Quarter
Question
Quality
Quarrel
Restore
Report

Restaurant

Royal
Representative
Robot

Record

Reign
Recipient
Reciprocal
Switch

Script
Schedule

Sculpture
Secretary
Saw
Shawl
Sprite
Screen
Strange
Stapler

/'pavim/
/'povati/
/pa'tertou/
/pre'stidzos/
/'p3:pas/
Ipra'povz/
/'prodakt/
/"pleetfom/
/ pola’tyn/
/"kwo:ta(r)/
/"kwestfon/
/'kwoloti/
/"kworal/
[r1'sto:(r)/
rr'po:t/
/'restront/
‘restra:nt
/'roral/

/ reprt zentativ/
/'roubot/
/'reko:d/
frein/
[rt'sipiant/
[rr'stprokl/
/switf/
[skript /

/' fedju:l/

/"skalptfa(r)/
/'sekratri/
[s0:/

[fo:l/

[sprart/
/skri:n/
/streindz/
/'sterpla(r)/

/'poim/
[pav'varti:/
Ipu'tetou/
Ipris'tidztos/
/'p3:rpaz/
[par'pouvz/

/' paroudakt/
/p'lertfo:m/
/ poulr'tifan/
/k'wa:tar/
/k'wefon/
/'koa:lti:/

/k weral/
[ri'stoir/
fra'po:rt/

/'restorent/

/'roul/

/ ripri'zentertiv/
Irs'bout/
Iri'ka:(r)d/
Irran/
Ir1’'st:pient/
/'resiprokal/
/s"vitfl
/'sakript /

/s kedzu:al/
/' fadu:l/
/s'kelptfor/
/se'kartri/
Isa/

[fa:l/
/'soprait/
/"sokri:n/
/'satrendz/

/s'teeplar/
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/'pavam/
/'pa:verti/

[pa'tertou/

/'p3:rpas/
pra'pouz/
/"pra:dakt/
/"pleetforrm/
/ pa:la'tyn/

/"kwestfon/
/'kwa:lati/
/"kwa:ral/
[ri'stoir/
ri'po:rt/

/'restora:nt/

/'rouvba:t/

/'rekord/

/'skedzu:l/

/' skalptfar/

/'sekrateri/

/'sterplar/



287.
288.
289.
290.
291.
292.
293.
294,
295.
296.
297.
298.

299.
300.

301.
302.
303.
304.
305.

306.
307.
308.
309.
310.
311.
312.

313.

314.
315.
316.
317.
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Spread
Strong
Suggestion
Syllabus
Sour
Salute
Symposium
Sabotage
Sovereignty
Station
School

Soul

Sew

Saturday

Sentence
Shirt
Sweet
Suite

Theory

Twig
Transformer
Tall

Torch
Target
Trousers

Taxonomy

Translation

Today
Think
Table
Tomb

/spred/
/stroy/
/so"dzestfon/
/'s1lobas/
/'sava(r)/
/sa'Tu:t/
/stm'pavziom/
/'sebota:3/
/"sovranti/
/'sterfn/
/sku:l/

fsaul/

[sau/

/' saetoder/
/' seetadt/
/'sentans/
If3:t/
/swi:t/
/swit/

/' O1ari/

/' 0tri/
Jtwig/
/treens' fo:moa(r)/
fto:l/
ftotfl
/"ta:grt/
/"travzaz/

/teek spnami/

/treens ' lerfn/
treenz'lerfn
to'der/
/0mk/
/"tetbl/
/ta:m/

/"sopred/
/'satra:y/
[sa"dzefon/
/s'letbas/
/"sout/
/s'ljut/
[stm'puziom/
/'sebuta:dz/
/"sovrentti/
/s'terfon/
f1s'ku:l/

[sul/ (without glide in

tongue)
[stu:/

/' seetfarder/

/san’tens/
/' fa(nt/
/s'viit/
Isu:t/

/' Brori:/

ftvig/

/t' ra:nsfa:rmor/
fta:l/

lta:rtf/
/"ta:rgot/
/"trovzar/

Jtok'sa:nomi:/

[tra:ns'lerfan/

/tu:'der/
/6mk/
/'tetbal/
ftamb/
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[stro:n/

/'savar/

/stm'pouvziam/

/'sa:vranti/

/soul/

‘seetarder

‘seetordr

J3irt

‘O1:ori

/treens ' fo:rmoar/

/'travzoarz/

/teek ' sa:nomi/

/0mk/

505



506

318.
319.
320.
321.
322.
323.
324,

325.
326.

327.
328.

329.
330.
331.

332.
333.
334.
335.
336.
337.
338.

339.

340.
341.

342.
343.
344,
345.
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Talk
Truth
Total
Towel
Uniform
Violent

Vitamin

Vegetable
Vehicle

Vanilla

Vase

Wish
Wagon
Wednesday

Western
Woman
Women
Watch
Wardrobe
Walker
Want

Wallet

Was

Washroom

Warm

Walk

Work

fto:k/
/tru:0/
/"tautl/
/'taval/
/"junifo:m/
/'vamalont/

/' vitomin/

/'vedsztabl/
/"vizokl/
/"vizokl/
a'nilo/
Iva:z/
Ivers/
Iwiff
/'weegon/
/"wenzdet/
"'wenzdr
/'westan/
/"'woman/
‘wimin
Iwotf/
/'wo:draub/
/"'waka(r)/

Iwont/

/" wolit/

Iwoz/

/'wofru:m/

Iwo:m/
Iwo:k/
/wi:/

Iws:k/

/ta:mb/
fta:k/

ftrud/
/"toutal/
/"tazval/
/'junifa:rm/
/'vailent/
/'vita:min/
/'varta:min/
/'vedzrterbal/
/'vehikal/

/ve'neila:/

Ivaes/

ifl
/'vegon/

/'wednazdey/

/"westran/
/"womeen/
/"wimen/
Iva:tf/
/'va:droub/
/'va:kar/

Iva:nt/

['va:lat /

Iva:z/

/'va; frum/

/'va:(r)m/
/'va:k/
Iwoi/

Ivark/
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/'toutl/

/'junifo:rm/

/'vi:hikl/

Ivers/

/'westarn/

Iwa:tf/
/"wa:rdroub/
/"wa:kar/
Iwa:nt/
Iwont/
/"wa:lit/

[ wo:lit/

/'wa:fruim/

/'wofru:m/

Iwo:rm/

Iws:rk/
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346. Wicket /" wikit/ /'vikat/
347. Yogurt /'jogat/ /'ju:ga(r)t/ /'jougart/
348. Year jra(r)/ [ijor/ [jur/
lj3:(r)/
349. Zealous /"zelas/ /'zr:1as/
350. Zebra /'zi:bral /'zetbra:/
/'zebral

Based on the word list, the following generalizations can be made:

1. /o:/ changes to /a:/, such as fall, ball, formal, jaw, horse, daughter, and audience, etc.
This feature can be observed in more than 30 words in the 350 words mentioned above.

2. /of changes to /a:/ in word-final position or last part of words, such as zebra, vanilla,
pizza, bacteria, cinema, data, and photography, etc.

3. /a/ changes to /e/, for example, violent, recipient, sentence, opponent, probably,
coherence, engagement, abroad, abbreviation and chemistry, etc.

4. /1/ changes to /o/; for example, wicket, wallet, target, cricket, hepatitis, credit, delete,
genuine, and college, etc.

5. /u:/ changes to /ju:/ such as salute, lunatic, jewellery, lieutenant, and assume, etc.

6. /1/ changes to /1:/ such as liberty, handkerchief, frequency, allergy, and cement, etc.
7. /19/ changes to /1e/. For instance, earrings.

8. /& /changesto /a:/, as in program.

9. /o/ changes to /e&e/ in word-initial position.

10. /el changes to /&/, for example, academic, balloon, character, catastrophe, necklace,
career, and mature, etc.

11. /& / changes to /e/, for instance, champion.
12. /a/ changes to /v/ or /u:/, as in police, occasion, and commitment, etc.
13. Diphthong /e1 / changes to monophthong /&/, such as potato or stapler.

14. /er/ is pronounced as a flat sound without glide in the tongue, as in play, certificate,
date, and anyway, etc. Diphthong /er/ is pronounced as a monophthong. In the list mentioned
above, such sounds have been underlined.

15. /3/ is omitted, as in measure, pleasure, and occasion, etc.

16. Monophthong /a/ changes to diphthong /e1/ in the word-final position such as negative,
informative, cassette, fountain, hypocrisy, bureaucracy, candidate, bargain and interrogative,
etc.

17. Pronunciation is informed by spellings than sounds. For instance, go, pronunciation,
handsome, entrepreneur, sabotage, government, and epitome, etc.

18. Stress patterns also cause variation in pronunciation, for example, liberty, engineer,
and comment, etc.
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19. /& / changes to /ei/ in natural, for instance.
20. Monophthong /1/ changes to diphthong /ei/, as in definition.
21. /1:/ changes to /e/ in the word-initial position, such as denotation and deviation, etc.

22. lel changes to /e&e/ in the word-initial position, as in, adjective, atmosphere, and
appreciate.

23. Diphthongs /av/ or /ou/ change to monophthong /v/ or flat ‘o’ sound, such as in go, so,
although, etc. These sounds are generally pronounced without glide in the tongue. The same
applies to words such as rose, froze, close, or closer, etc.

24, /o/ is omitted, as in, cinema.

25. /wl/ changes to /v/, as in warm, wallet, wicket, work, etc.

26. /s/ changes to /z/, such as assume, loose, purpose, close etc.

27. The initial /k/ changes to /s/ as in accessory, accept, etc.

28. /t/ changed to /tf/, as in attitude, magnitude, and Saturday, etc.

29. /1ks/ is pronounced as /eks/, such as excuse, experience, exclusive and external, etc.
30. /ks/ is pronounces as /s/, such as in accept, and access, etc.

31. /r/ is often pronounced clearly, for example, garbage, external and normal etc.

32. Insertion of /o/ to split the consonants such as /[,n/, /m, 1/, /k,1/, /gl/, It,l/, /z;n/, /d,l/,
im0/, Ir,m/, [r,nd, /oIl in information, congratulation, station, normal, obstacle, reciprocal,
google, little, hospital, total, poison , model, pattern, and table etc.

33. Insertion of /o/ in word initial position in /s,p/, /s,k/, /s,t/ /p,x/ such as sprite, script,
strike, strange, screen, product and proposal etc.

34. /o/ is omitted, as in royal, faculty, and quality, etc.
35. /pl, I/, Ikl are generally pronounced without aspiration.

36. Stress patterns change significantly. For instance, in /pl/ and /pr/ in word initial
position, stress is laid on /l/ and /r/, not /p/.

4. Discussion

It is interesting to observe that even if British and North American pronunciation of certain words
is different, the pronunciation of Pakistani speakers entirely differs from both varieties. Examples
include words, such as poverty, poem, normal, and all other words (See Table 1) which are
pronounced slightly differently in British and American English. Considering the professional and
academic requirements of Pakistani speakers, Pakistani teachers of English should pinpoint the
differences among BE, NAmE, and PakE. Farooq and Mahmood (2017) have identified two
triphthongs in Pakistani English; however, the present study, besides confirming the realization of
triphthongs, as in enjoy, adds that in Pakistani English, diphthongs are frequently changed to
monophthongs and vice a versa. Triphthongs are also substituted with diphthongs, such as in words
like poem and sour. Findings such as insertion or omission of /o/ in different word positions, the
substitution of /of for /e/, and /v/ for /w/, elongation of /i/ to /1:/, the substitution of /o:/ by /a:/, as well
as omission of aspiration of consonants, have also been supported by Riaz (2015, pp. 30-31). The
major reason for such similarities between the acoustic patterns of educated and those of uneducated
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Pakistani speakers, as identified by Riaz (2015), is the influence of mother tongue which is usually
Punjabi, Saraiki, or another language depending upon the province, level of education, and frequent
use of English. Besides, while observing the speakers, | also observed that it is quite uncommon
among educated speakers of English to check the pronunciation of different words. Instead, speakers
follow or rely on how their teachers or other educated members of the family pronounce those words.

Regarding aspiration in Pakistani English, Syed et al., (2017) also note, “Pakistanis produce
voiceless stops without aspiration in even stressed positions” and this issue arises “mainly because of
English orthography which does not maintain aspiration contrast in spelling (p. 206). Syed et al.,
(2017) also note, “/w/ is pronounced with lip rounding in the BE...PakE speakers do not produce /w/
with lip rounding” (209). The present study confirms that /w/ is pronounced as /v/ mostly and it
elongates the following vowel sound as well. Elongation or flattening of round vowel sounds such as
/2:/ has also commonly been observed in the present study in words, such as all or audience. According
to Syed et al., (2017), “In most Pakistani languages /r/ is a rhotic produced with strong trilling. The
same representation they have also developed for English /t/” (p. 210. | have also observed while
preparing the list of words for the present study that speakers clearly pronounce /t/ with much exertion
even when native English speakers do not pronounce it so emphatically in words like right, silent, and
present, etc. As suggested by Syed (2017) and Riaz (2015), the present study also confirms that
Pakistani speakers find it hard to pronounce /n/, as in think or learning.

5. Conclusion

Pronunciation of many words of English spoken in Pakistan deviates from the British and North
American pronunciation of English based on stress patterns, insertion or omission of schwa, the
substitution of schwa for other vowel sounds, elongation or shortening of sounds, focus on spellings
than sounds, clear pronunciation of /r/ and /t/, and lesser use of contractions and assimilation patterns.
Pakistani speakers used to follow British rules of pronunciation but more recently they follow both
British and American pronunciation. However, the wordlist shows that these words vary in
pronunciation both from British and North American English. Pakistani speakers have their unique
features of pronunciation which are mainly caused by overgeneralization, omission, insertion,
fossilization, problems with listening and comprehension, sound and spelling relationship, varied
stress patterns, and above all first language influence. Such features impart Pakistani English the status
of a unique variety of English language.

5.1. Suggestions and Recommendations

The following suggestions can be made for learners and researchers:

e Research can be carried out on different features identified in this study separately
using softwares, such as PRAAT.

e  Considering the professional and academic challenges, as well as a broadened horizon
of opportunities in the 21st century, it is vitally valuable that the learners speak fluently in
English. Therefore, Pakistani learners may focus on these words while learning how to speak
English. Teachers may share the wordlist along with transcription with the students to improve
their pronunciation.

e Besides practising the transcribed words given in Table 1 and reading aloud (Riaz,
2013, p. 689), learners can also use tongue twisters and employ language learning platforms
such as Kahoot (Yurik, 2020).
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