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Abstract

Through a psychoanalytical point of view, this research article investigates the complex relationship between eroticism
and the degradation of ethics. The paper tries to analyse the psychological dynamics behind the immoral behaviours
motivated by the erotic impulses by focusing on the characters of Humbert in Vladimir Nabokov's novel Lolita and David
Lurie in J.M. Coetzee's novel Disgrace. This study tries to uncover the deeper consequences of their acts and their impact
on the characters themselves and the surrounding society by evaluating their motivations, desires, and psychological
profiles. We seek to obtain a better understanding of the human psyche and its intersection with ethical boundaries through
this psychoanalytical analysis.

Keywords: psychoanalytic, Lolita, Disgrace, ethical boundaries, Humbert and David Lurie.

Introduction

Romance fiction, which dates back to before the Middle Ages, has since evolved into the romance novel that
we today know and appreciate. With continuous depictions of aggressive and possessive male love partners,
romance is typically portrayed as sexist and violent, nevertheless. Furthermore, it is not unusual for sexual
abuse to be shown in romantic literature, especially in young adult romance novels like Stephanie Meyer's
Twilight, where the loving gestures also involve abuse like stalking and patronizing behaviour. E.L. James'
book Fifty Shades of Grey has a broad audience because it educates readers about alternate sexual practices.
Even though sexual abuse has been the subject of several literary works, Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov offers
one of the most original depictions of the issue. Readers have referred to Lolita, which was first published in
1955, as a romantic novel, and it has since been the subject of various interpretations. Notably, Dieter E.
Zimmer's online collection of the countless book cover designs for Lolita, which portrays a young victim as a
charming seductress, may be the finest place to see the most typical interpretations of the work. Bertram and
Leving claim that the author of Lolita - the Story of a Cover Girl objected to "any kind of representation of a
little girl" and that these illustrations go against his wishes on the book's cover. The representation of sexuality,
a key issue in the critical interpretation of this book, is the subject of this article. This essay's specific goal,
however, is to evaluate Humbert Humbert's aggressive behaviour towards Lolita as a sexuality defence
technique. The idea that "young girls are inviting and willing participants in their own sexual exploitation™ is
described by Merskin as being both interesting and repulsive. More than anything, the novel's aestheticization
of sexual abuse gave rise to the famous sexualized picture of young Lolita girls. According to Albright, the
iconic image in question has been used in both commercial and child beauty pageants to depict young girls in
suggestive stances while wearing makeup. Young girls and women are allegedly given the impression that they
are nothing more than sexual objects by this image. In Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov (1955), the criminal
Humbert Humbert makes an opening speech before leading the reader through a sequence of incidents that
centre on his beloved and victim, Dolores Haze. It dives into the mind of a paedophile and his ardent connection
to a developing child as the adventure takes the reader on a kidnapper's road trip across America in 1955,
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traversing across the states by way of a series of biting Freudian remarks and terrible depictions of sexual
abuse. Interestingly, Assa claims that Nabokov was deeply interested in psychology and had a strong distaste
for Sigmund Freud and his psychological theories. Despite the author's dislike of Freud, Freudian undertones
are prevalent throughout the book. However, study on sexuality, or sexual abuse, in particular in Lolita, is
frequently done from a feminist perspective and does not include other points of view.

J.M. Coetzee, a South African author, released Disgrace in 1999, and it received immediate praise from critics
and readers alike. Coetzee received an extraordinary second Booker Prize for the book, which is one of the
most prominent literary honour for English-language novels (he earlier received the Booker Prize in 1983 for
his book Life and Times of Michael K). For his whole corpus of writing, Coetzee went on to receive the 2003
Nobel Prize in Literature. Disgrace, however, continues to be one of Coetzee's most well-known and frequently
read novels out of his other highly praised ones. Even recently, a critically acclaimed film adaptation starring
John Malkovich brought it to the big screen.

The story of David Lurie, a professor in Cape Town, South Africa, who becomes caught up in a scandal after
having an extramarital affair with a student, is told in the book. David enters a completely new world when he
relocates to the country with his grown daughter Lucy to wait for the scandal to blow over. Apartheid was a
system of racial segregation and persecution that just recently came to an end; the Eastern Cape is still
recovering from its atrocities. After a horrific attack on Lucy's home drives both her father and daughter to the
lowest points imaginable, he foolishly believes that he can leave shame and dis-honour behind him in Cape
Town.

Disgrace, like many of Coetzee's books, explores the characters' tumultuous relationship with their home
country of South Africa. Coetzee depicts unsettling images of South Africa under Apartheid in earlier writings
like Age of Iron, Life and Times of Michael K, and Waiting for the Barbarians. Disgrace, in contrast to these
previous works, is set after the end of Apartheid, yet it nonetheless demonstrates how the country's memory of
racial and political oppression still permeates characters' attitudes, behaviors, and relationships.

His major works of fiction like Elizabeth Costello, Slow Man, and Diary of a Bad Year, have all been set in
Australia because he ultimately emigrated from South Africa to Australia in 2002. Reading Coetzee's writings
will teach you a lot about his personal upbringing and conflicted feelings towards the nation where he spent
his formative years. Disgrace, Coetzee's final published novel before he emigrated from South Africa, not only
provides us with a glimpse into what life was like for many people during a trying time there, but it also pierces
our sympathies and concerns on a deeply personal, universal level. Both Lolita and Disgrace deal with
forbidden issues and challenge conventional morals. They dive into their protagonists' psychological and
emotional landscapes, investigating the ramifications of their actions and the disintegration of ethical limits.
These books spark heated debates about desire, morality, power dynamics, and the limits of human behaviour.

Research problem:

This study investigates the relationship between eroticism and the degradation of ethics as portrayed by the
characters of Humbert in Lolita and David Lurie in Disgrace. It seeks to comprehend the psychological
reasoning behind their morally dubious activities motivated by erotic urges, as well as the consequences of
their actions on themselves and society.

Objectives:

e Examine Humbert and David Lurie's psychological profiles, including their histories, motives, and internal
conflicts.

¢ Investigate how their erotic impulses contribute to the disintegration of ethical boundaries and drive their
immoral behaviour.

¢ Investigate the characters' defence systems for justifying their acts and dealing with internal difficulties.

e Examine how fantasy, imagination, power, and domination shape their acts and how they affect ethical
considerations.

e Compare and contrast Humbert's and David Lurie's psychological profiles and ethical quandaries.

e Analyse the societal ramifications of their activities, including the effects on oneself and the larger
community.

o Consider the ethical implications of studying contentious and morally demanding literary topics.



Dr. Mamta Kumari /Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(4), 2323-2331; 2020 2325

e Through a psychoanalytic lens, contribute to a better understanding of the intricate interplay between
sexuality, ethics, and the human psyche.

Significance of the study

The importance of this work resides in its examination of the relationship between eroticism and the
disintegration of ethics, as shown by Humbert in Lolita and David Lurie in Disgrace. The study contributes to
the knowledge of human desires, motives, and the complexities of ethical boundaries by conducting a
psychoanalytical examination of these characters.

Significance in Literature and Culture:

Lolita and Disgrace are well-known literary works that have caused debate and controversy due to their
treatment of forbidden issues. Analysing the eroticism and ethical themes in these works helps us grasp their
aesthetic and cultural value.

This study adds to the corpus of literature by presenting a psychoanalytic viewpoint on the characters of
Humbert and David Lurie, expanding our understanding of their psychological intricacies and moral
guandaries.

Psychological Perspective:

The study sheds light on the causes and internal tensions that drive the characters' unethical actions by
evaluating their psychological profiles. It provides insights into the psychological defense mechanisms used
by people to rationalise their behaviour, allowing for a better knowledge of the human mind in connection to
desire and ethics.

The examination of fantasy, imagination, power, and domination in the behaviours of the characters broadens
our understanding of the psychological aspects that influence ethical decision-making.

Ethical Consideration:

The study provokes thought about the ethical implications of studying controversial and morally demanding
literary topics. It investigates authors' obligations in presenting ethically dubious characters and raises questions
about the function of literature in defying cultural norms.

The study investigates the ramifications of ethical boundary erosion on both individuals and the larger
community by investigating the societal implications of the characters' conduct. This provides important
insights into the ethical quandaries that civilizations face when confronted with the darker parts of human
desire.

Contribution to Academics:

This study adds to the scholarly conversation about psychoanalysis, literature, and ethics. By analysing the
characters via a psychoanalytic lens, we gain a better grasp of the intricate interplay between sexuality and the
degradation of ethics.

The findings of this study can be used to lay the groundwork for future research in the field of psychoanalytic
literary criticism, broadening our understanding of the psychological components of characters and their moral
decisions.

Literature review
a. Psychoanalytic theoretical frameworks and the study of human desires:

Psychoanalysis provides a useful framework for comprehending the intricacies of human desires and their
influence on behaviour. Psychoanalytical theories developed by Sigmund Freud, such as the unconscious mind,
the Oedipus complex, and the pleasure principle, have affected the study of wants and their psychological basis.
The works of Sigmund Freud, such as "Three Essays on the Theory of Sexuality”" and "The Ego and the Id,"
provide insights on the dynamics of eroticism and its relationship to the formation of individual identity.

b. Critical examination of prior research on Humbert and David Lurie characters:
© 2020 JLLS and the Authors - Published by JLLS.
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Various literary experts have carefully analysed Humbert's character in Lolita and David Lurie's character in
Disgrace, concentrating on their psychological intricacies and the degradation of ethics. For example,
academics have looked at Lolita's untrustworthy narration and the manufacture of desire, revealing the intricate
web of fantasy, obsession, and manipulation. Scholars examined Lurie's struggle with power and entitlement,
as well as the ethical consequences of his behaviour in post-apartheid South Africa, in Disgrace.

c. Examining important scholarly literature on ethics, eroticism, and psychoanalysis:

(Dean, Tim 2003) Tim Dean's "The Ethics of Desire: Lacanian Psychoanalysis and the Queer Transformation
of Ethics": From a Lacanian psychoanalytic standpoint, this essay investigates the connection of desire and
ethics. It investigates the difficulties in balancing desires and ethical norms, as well as how desire might
destabilise traditional ethical frameworks.

(Joel Whitebook's 2018) "Ethics and the Psychoanalytic Act": The ethical implications of psychoanalysis, as
well as the underlying tensions between desire, repression, and moral obligation, are discussed in Whitebook.
The book goes into the intricacies of desire as well as the ethical quandaries that both the analyst and the
analysand encounter.

(Jill Gentile 2016) "The Erotics of Talk: Psychoanalysis and the Vulnerable Speech™: The function of language,
desire, and vulnerability in psychoanalysis is examined in this book. It investigates how erotic urges influence
communication and interpersonal dynamics, with an emphasis on ethical implications in the therapeutic
situation.

David Parker and Robert Eaglestone edited "Ethics and Eroticism in Modern Literature": This essay collection
delves into the complex relationship between ethics and eroticism in modern literature. It provides insights into
the portrayal of wants, moral difficulties, and ethical quandaries in a variety of literary works, including Lolita
and Disgrace.

This study engages with the existing discourse on ethics, eroticism, and psychoanalysis by reviewing these and
other relevant scholarly works, laying the groundwork for analysing the characters of Humbert and David Lurie
and their complex psychological dynamics in relation to desire and ethical boundaries.

According to Gardner (2012), research has examined the disclosures regarding the prevalence of sexual abuse
within the church setting and the subsequent revelations of the institution's historical response. These findings
suggest the presence of underlying anxiety and defensive mechanisms. This paper posits that the
aforementioned processes have resulted in the manifestation of secrecy and deception. This study examines the
parallels between the conduct of offenders and the subsequent reaction of the church, while also considering
contemporary concerns within the ecclesiastical institution. The application of psychoanalytic concepts and
theories to the study of organizational dynamics allows for an examination and contemplation of the fantasies,
as well as the explicit and implicit assumptions, that exist within the institution. There is a suggestion that the
church has exhibited characteristics of institutional narcissism in its handling of disclosures. Generic situations
are used to illustrate ideas.

The objective of this study, conducted by Donahue (2011), is to examine the correlation between Vladimir
Nabokov's novel Lolita and Georges Bataille’s work Eroticism, Death, and Sensuality. These texts, both
published during the 1950s, hold considerable significance in the literary landscape. The author of the
comparative analysis posits that the texts exhibit a shared inclination towards exploring taboo and erotic
transgression. However, the authors diverge in their interpretations of these actions. Bataille's argument
culminates in the assertion that the act of engaging in erotic transgression serves as a means of emancipating
the individual from the constraints imposed by prevailing social and/or ideological hegemonic structures.
Nabokov offers a critical analysis of this notion by means of his deconstruction of the narrator of Lolita,
Humbert Humbert, and his transgressive eroticism. Nabokov depicts erotic transgression as a manifestation of
self-indulgence that has a destructive impact, leading individuals to become susceptible to violating the
boundaries of others. Nabokov elucidates the inherent propensity for violence within transgressive acts,
particularly when the individual seeking liberation fails to acknowledge the intrinsic worth of lives beyond
their own. Nabokov and Bataille, despite their divergent perspectives on eroticism and individual autonomy,
both conceive of reality as heterogeneous and express a shared resistance towards overarching ideologies.
Within the framework of the 20th century, this perspective embodies an intellectual response to the emotional
appeal of worldwide concepts that formed the foundation for the emergence of totalitarian regimes and their
perpetration of humanitarian atrocities in the 1930s-40s.

Alyda Faber (2009) argues that J. M. Coetzee's novel Disgrace can be categorized as a post-secular work, as it
explores and challenges religious discourse and rituals while proposing novel ethical frameworks within the
context of post-apartheid South Africa. The novel employs the confessional practice of the main character,
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David Lurie, and a dialogical narrative structure to introduce novel terms for ethics. In his essay on confession
published in 1985, Coetzee delves deeper into the themes he previously introduced. He adds complexity to the
notions of voluntary, ethical agency and self-induced transformation by examining the character Lurie's
resistance to vulnerability. This resistance is gradually dismantled through the compelling interactions with
various individuals, including both animals and humans, which have both subtle and significant effects.
Nashef (2009) conducted a study wherein he examined J.M. Coetzee's exploration of the universal experience
of suffering and the inherent degradation of humanity as portrayed in his literary works. While various theorists
have acknowledged the presence of the theme of human degradation in Coetzee's body of work, there has been
a lack of comprehensive analysis specifically focusing on the extent to which this theme permeates across all
of Coetzee's literary works up until now. This research investigates the portrayal of circumstances contributing
to individual humiliation in the novels of J.M. Coetzee. Specifically, it explores the abuse of language, the
dynamics of master and slave relationships, the process of ageing, and the experience of senseless waiting. The
study also examines how these conditions can result in the alienation and marginalization of the individual.
Lloyd's (2020) research focuses on elucidating the implications associated with the act of engaging with,
producing, and evaluating fictional portrayals of rape within a nation grappling with significant instances of
sexual violence. This analysis focuses on the potential of depictions of rape to inflict harm upon women and
individuals who have experienced rape, exacerbating the diverse range of injuries endured by survivors as a
direct or indirect result of the act of rape. The potential for adverse consequences necessitates an exploration
of the functions and obligations of readers and critics in either enabling or mitigating such harm. This paper
delves into the potential harm prevention strategies that individuals who read novels depicting rape can adopt.
Additionally, it explores the positive outcomes that can result from these reading strategies, which may help
mitigate the associated risks. The analysis presented in my description explores the potential negative
consequences of rape representations by integrating postmodern critical feminist analysis, Miranda Fricker's
research on epistemic justice, and Judith Herman's work on trauma. This synthesis aims to demonstrate how
these representations influence our understanding of rape, impacting various aspects such as its perpetration,
the treatment of survivors, and their potential recovery from posttraumatic stress disorder. To contextualize my
analysis within the realm of South African literature and delve into the concept of responsibility in depicting
scenes of rape, | employ a meticulous examination of J.M. Coetzee's novel, Disgrace. In addition, this discourse
examines the efficacy and constraints of employing a normative critical framework within feminist theory to
analyze and address the portrayal of rape, with the aim of mitigating potential harm. In conclusion, | contend
that the employment of this approach, coupled with the cultivation of a targeted and adaptable critical approach,
is indispensable for fulfilling our obligations as readers and mitigating additional distress.

Methodology
Explanation of the psychoanalytic approach and its connection to the study question:

The psychoanalytic approach is a beneficial framework for understanding individuals' psychological motives
and aspirations, particularly in regard to ethical constraints. It enables for an in-depth examination of the
personalities of Humbert. in Lolita and David Lurie in Disgrace, as it investigates their latent impulses, defense
mechanisms, and internal conflicts The usefulness of the psychoanalytic method to the research issue resides
in its ability to unveil the complex interplay between eroticism and the loss of ethics, providing insights into
the characters' behaviours and psychological landscapes.

Description of primary and secondary sources used for analysis:

Primary sources for analysis will comprise the novels Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov and Disgrace by J.M.
Coetzee. These texts will be the primary sources of evidence for studying the characters of Humbert and David
Lurie, their behaviours, and their psychological intricacies. Close readings of specific sections and dialogues
will be done to extract significant information.

Secondary materials will include scholarly articles, books, and critical essays that provide insights into the
psychoanalytical interpretation of the characters and the themes of ethics, eroticism, and psychoanalysis in the
novels. These sources will assist contextualize the analysis and provide a broader grasp of the existing
scholarship on the issue.

© 2020 JLLS and the Authors - Published by JLLS.
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Data gathering and analysis methods:

Data collection will entail extensive reading and analysis of primary and secondary sources. The main sources
will be extensively scrutinized to discover important passages and dialogues that give light on the characters'
psychological motivations and ethical quandaries. Secondary sources will be consulted in order to acquire
critical perspectives, hypotheses, and interpretations of the characters and themes.

Identifying patterns, reoccurring motifs, and psychological dynamics in the characters' behaviours will be part
of the analysis. The information gathered will be categorised and classified according to themes such as desire,
ethics, defence mechanisms, and power dynamics. This will allow for a more in-depth examination of the
individuals' psychological profiles as well as the loss of ethics in relation to their erotic impulses. The findings
will be synthesised and analysed in the context of the study objectives in order to make relevant conclusions
and develop insights into the research challenge.

Character Analysis

Humbert, the protagonist and narrator of Lolita, comes from a complicated family background that has an
impact on his psychological composition. His early experiences with unrequited love and the loss of a
childhood relationship leave him with emotional scars and a hunger. His mother's relationship, which was
characterised by possessiveness and a sense of competitiveness, also contributes to his psychological profile.
Humbert's principal fascination is with prepubescent females, specifically Dolores Haze, whom he refers to as
"Lolita." His profound erotic impulses obscure his ethical bounds, causing him to engage in a repugnant
relationship with Lolita. His desire to minors runs counter to society conventions and moral standards.
Humbert employs a variety of psychological defence mechanisms to cope with the guilt and shame associated
with his acts. Denial, in which he refuses to accept the hurt he does, and rationalisation, in which he justifies
his behaviour by convincing himself that Lolita reciprocates his feelings or that their relationship is consensual,
are examples.

Humbert's inner environment is dominated by fantasy and imagination. He creates intricate fantasies revolving
around his connection with Lolita, presenting it as a passionate love tale rather than an exploitative and abusive
dynamic. His imagination enables him to distort reality and have a false view of their relationship.

Humbert is forced to suppress his love for her sexually as a result of the psychological damage he underwent
after Annabel died, and he must find another way to express the sexual dissatisfaction he now identifies with
pain and loss. This association makes him establish psychological barriers that prevent him from assessing
some situations logically and serves to justify his aggressive behaviour. Humbert's psychological retreat and
denial of Annabel's death through the imagined relationship between Annabel and Lolita serves as an example
of this. It attempts to bridge the split in his unconscious mind by substituting the dead and willing Annabel
with the live and reluctant Lolita. This is further demonstrated by Humbert. Humbert, who uses Lolita's alleged
promiscuity to project his own deviant sexuality. By equating Lolita's behaviour with Annabel's attraction to
him, he uses this to justify his sexual abuse of Lolita and blame her for his illicit desire. Both Humbert and
Lolita engage in imitative behaviour as a means of coping with sexual abuse. As a result, Lolita defends herself
from the sexual abuse by imitating camouflage techniques, but Humbert adopts the position of a parent to
mentally justify his sexually abusive behavior by projecting his actions onto a different, divided version of
himself. His acts and thoughts are inconsistent as a result of this separation of self, which leads to his sexually
abusive behavior. Evidently Humbert is a split personality from the psychoanalytical viewpoint. On the surface
he tries to be rational, civil, caring and responsible and tries to keep his sexual urges in check for sometimes.
He even marries the mother of Lolita in order to win her trust and confidence but his passion and lust is directed
towards Lolita. Once he entraps her with his charm his sexuality becomes raw and exploitative.

Humbert tries to absolve himself from all ethical or moral blame by describing the seductive charm of Lolita.
His mental sickness and obsession are revealed by the fact that he treats Lolita as an object of sexual
gratification and tries to destroy her free will and independence after the death of her mother. There is no
remorse or sense of guilt in Humbert showing that the moral fabric of his personality has no existence.

A detailed investigation of David Lurie.
Disgrace's protagonist, David Lurie, is a middle-aged literature professor with a problematic personal history.

He feels disillusioned with and detached from the world around him. His failed relationships and feelings of
inadequacy add to his psychological profile, which is characterized by emotional detachment and self-
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centeredness. His sense of social prestige and personal dignity is eroded by his compulsive lust and sexual
drive which not only ruins his marriages but also alienates him from his daughter who lives alone

Lurie's pursuit of sexual relationships, particularly his affair with a student named Melanie, tests his moral
compass. His erotic cravings and attraction to younger women drive him to engage in morally dubious
behaviour that crosses professional and personal lines. This unlawful desire causes a contradiction between his
desires and societal norms of appropriate behaviour. He remains defiant, unrepentant and arrogant even when
the disciplinary committee examine the charge of immoral impropriety and accepts his dismissal without any
moral compulsion.

Lurie develops psychological defense strategies in response to the remorse and shame associated with his acts.
He rationalises his conduct, either shifting blame to external reasons or rejecting the ethical ramifications of
his acts. He also employs intellectualization, depending on his intellect to emotionally remove himself from
the moral implications of his behaviour.

Power dynamics and Lurie's need for dominance are important in his interactions, especially with Melanie. His
desire for power and sense of superiority both contribute to his immoral behaviour. Lurie's abuse of power
demonstrates the influence of power dynamics on his conduct as well as the breakdown of ethical boundaries.
He derives egoistic and masochistic pleasure in his sexual exploits with younger women and feels conceited
because of the fact that he can outmatch young males in sexual performance. But the fact that he jeopardizes
his status, job and reputation for sex shows that he is victim of psychological abnormality and sexual
impropriety which is triggered by over active libido.

Ways in Which Their Acts Reflect Ethical Debasement:

Consent and autonomy are violated by the actions taken by David Lurie and Humbert, who both transgress the
key ethical concept of consent. Their severe ethical debasement results from prioritizing their own desires over
the agency and autonomy of their respective spouses.

Humbert and David take advantage of Melanie's and Lolita's vulnerabilities, respectively. For their own sexual
enjoyment, they prey on the innocence, trust, and emotional vulnerabilities of their victims. This abuse shows
a serious ethical failing and a blatant disregard for other people's welfare.

Humbert and David objectify and dehumanise their victims, turning them into simple objects of desire. They
treat Lolita and Melanie as objects, denying them their entire humanity and using them only as props to gratify
their own sex desires. This objectification shows a serious deterioration of moral sensibility.

Lack of Empathy and Emotional Disconnect: Both characters display an emotional disconnection from the
results of their acts and a striking lack of empathy. They put their own pleasure and desires ahead of the dignity
and mental health of their victims, displaying a serious moral degradation.

Psychoanalytical interpretation:
a. psychological profiles of the characters are compared:

A comparison of Humbert's and David Lurie's psychological profiles in Lolita and Disgrace finds both
similarities and contrasts. Both people have complicated psychological landscapes that are motivated by erotic
impulses. Humbert's desires, on the one hand, are centered on prepubescent girls, whilst Lurie's interests are
centered on younger women. Humbert's history involves unrequited love and a sense of competitiveness with
his mother, whereas Lurie's history includes failed romances and a sense of disillusionment. Understanding the
subtleties of their psychological profiles enables a thorough examination of their behaviours and motivations.
b. Study into the characters' unconscious aspirations and motivations:

Delving into Humbert and David Lurie's unconscious desires and intentions reveals deeper layers of their
conduct. Their immoral behaviour is motivated by unconscious impulses, which generally arise from
unresolved childhood events or unfulfilled emotional needs. Humbert's desires could be linked to his fear of
connection and a yearning for a lost love. Power, control, and validation impulses, according to Lurie, may be
founded in emotions of inadequacy or a need for domination. Analysing their unconscious motivations allows
us to have a better grasp of the causes driving their unethical- behaviour.

c. Examine the Characters' Internal struggles and moral reasons:

Both characters struggle with internal conflicts and use moral justifications to justify their unethical behaviour.
Humbert may experience shame and inner turmoil as a result of societal conventions clashing with his impulses,
prompting him to excuse his acts as an expression of love or a reaction to Lolita's ostensible maturity. Lurie,
on the other hand, may struggle with the conflict between his inclinations and professional ethics, rationalising
his actions as an expression of personal freedom or the pursuit of passion. Exploring their internal conflicts and
© 2020 JLLS and the Authors - Published by JLLS.
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moral arguments reveals the intricacy of their decision-making processes and how they navigate the ethical
boundaries.

Social implications
a. Examination of the characters' impact on society:

The study dives into the impact of Humbert and David Lurie's unethical behaviour on society in their respective
novels. It investigates how their actions affect the lives of people, families, and communities. This includes
investigating the emotional, psychological, and social effects of their acts on others who are affected.
Additionally, the research assesses the broader societal ramifications of their conduct, such as the erosion of
trust, the questioning of social norms, or the disclosure of hidden societal issues.

b. Discussion of the consequences of their unethical behaviour:

The study will look at the consequences of Humbert and David Lurie's unethical behaviour. Personal effects,
such as guilt, shame, or isolation, are included, as are exterior consequences, such as legal ramifications or
strained relationships. The research will also explore the long-term repercussions of their acts, including how
their behaviors affect their own identities and trajectories and how they impact the lives of people related to
them.

c. Analysis of societal views and responses to their activities:

The research will assess societal attitudes and responses towards the actions of Humbert and David Lurie. This
entails investigating the moral judgement, censure, or empathy evoked by their actions. It will investigate the
societal norms, cultural values, and ethical frameworks that shape how people perceive their acts. The
investigation will also look at how society institutions, such as the judicial system and educational institutions,
respond to and resolve unethical behaviour.

Ethical considerations
a. Consider the ethical implications of researching such contentious issues:

The research paper portrays the ethical consequences of contentious issues such as sexuality and the
disintegration of ethics as depicted in Lolita and Disgrace. It takes into account the risk of harm, the sensitivity
of the subject matter, and the necessity to approach the analysis with ethical considerations in mind. The paper
highlights the potential discomfort or ethical quandaries that may occur when dealing with morally challenging
content and investigates the responsibility of researchers to manage these topics ethically.

Conclusion

This psychoanalytical examination of Humbert from Lolita by Vladimir Nabokov and David Lurie from
Disgrace by J.M. Coetzee reveals the complex connection between sensuality and the degradation of ethics.
Both characters engage in predatory eroticism, which reflects their moral and ethical decay.

Humbert's sexual exploitation of Lolita and full contempt for moral limits may be seen in his grooming,
manipulation, and abuse of the young girl. His objectification of Lolita and possession of her show how his
moral compass has been lost, making her nothing more than a mere object of desire.

Similar to this, David Lurie's abuse of power relationships and disregard for consent and limits serve as an
example of his moral depravity. His refusal to take responsibility of his actions and lack of regret further
indicate a serious loss of ethical principles.

Both characters are clearly driven by unconscious impulses, suppressed memories, and psychological defence
mechanisms when viewed through a psychoanalytical perspective. They degenerate morally as a result of their
exploitative eroticism, which serves as an outlet for their unresolved psychological issues and wants.

The complexity of human behaviour is highlighted by this study, especially in light of eroticism and the
degradation of morality. It emphasises the interaction between sexuality, power, and morality while
highlighting how crucial it is to comprehend the psychological drivers of such behaviour.

We can consider the moral ramifications and effects of Humbert and David Lurie's behaviour by examining
their various deeds in Lolita and Disgrace. It prompts a greater comprehension of the disastrous implications



Dr. Mamta Kumari /Journal of Language and Linguistic Studies, 16(4), 2323-2331; 2020 2331

of exploitative eroticism and the degradation of moral standards on those involved as well as the larger society
fabric.

In the end, this study encourages further investigation of the psychological dynamics and moral quandaries
depicted in literature, adding to our knowledge of human nature and the complexity of the human psyche. It is
a reminder of the need of ethical awareness and the necessity of self-reflection to stop the deterioration of
ethical boundaries in personal relationships and society at large.
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